MEMOIRS OF THE EMPRESS EUGENIE

fluence and loved to dream of an alliance between
the two nations. How often in after years the Em-
peror and the Empress would talk of this noble man
and praise him for his high-minded efforts for peace
and good-will!

I may close this imperfect account of some of the
members of the corps who made the most lasting
impression by a few words concerning an ambassa-
dress in partibus, that distinguished foreigner,
Dorothea von Benckendorff, Princesse de Lieven,
G-uizot's Egeria. She gathered about her all the im-
portant men of the day. The Empress was once
taken to her salon by Comte de Morny, about the
time the former was to wed the Emperor. "You
must have her on your side," said the count; f'she
can influence all the European courts in our favor.''
Eugenie made a note about her after the first visit
and described her as "a tall old woman, thin, dried-
up and stern looking." She was then sixty-seven
and had lost her captivating grace of former days.
She welcomed Eugenie most warmly and made quite
a fuss over her, for the approaching marriage had
recently been made public. I do not think the Em-
press ever saw again this really remarkable woman. in thcso memoirs* Count von,
